[beta-catenin overexpression in metastasized colorectal carcinoma--an important mechanism in progression of the disease?].
The protein beta-catenin can not be degraded in CRC due to different reasons. This leads to an increased formation of beta-catenin/Tcf4 complex, which has a strong transcription factor activity. We investigated the mRNA expression of beta-catenin and Tcf4 in N, T and M in 12 cell lines and in tissues samples of 14 patients. We found a significant increase of beta-catenin mRNA expression in the primary tumors and in the metastases. These data show for the first time that apart from the known mechanisms the overexpression of beta-catenin mRNA can be an additional factor contributing to the increase of beta-catenin amount in cells of CRC. The resulting increased transcription of hitherto unknown target genes might be involved in the progression and the metastatic process of CRC.